- First Pansh Church
Celehrates Founders Weekend
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i L<r, Heldl Hasselman, Diane and John Narkunas.

't.elebratxon of its 350th anniversary with a Foundets.:
“Tllanksgtvmg weekeod Oct. 9and 10. . . - »oiwFiEeil;

The‘Flrst Pansh'Church ehmaxed the year-long -

- ‘Forty descendants of" the,foundmg famtliestg,f,theu

‘town, from as far. away as Syracuse and Denver retur-br.

ned to Duxburyito join church members’ and’ towni%
speople mp,a“'week'en;l‘ f hl oncal actwmes and"

religiousservices.: - Ly - B
“*The church was founded in 1632 by Elcler William::

Brewster;and . among its. ongmql membcrs we(‘e Myles@q

_Standish ~and .lohn ~Alden.:It,; was,the,zndﬂchurch g

establlshed in’ the N w\Wo;ld by the Plymouth
PllgnmSL i e eyt
Founders Weekend actw:tles began Saturday mor-.

~

,‘nmg with the arrival of ‘guests'and an'orul history tape 'mwwl
“recording project at the church, and the afternoon
‘devoted to_taqurs.of historic' Duxburygsntés'hSaturday W

night’s concert by Scottish’ folksmg ﬂ%edpath
had nearly 500 peoplein the church..? %550
. The Sunday mormng ‘worship service,’ attencl_ed.bv .

“about :250,"was ‘conductéd in’the manner-of.a; 16 163375

Was L P

" ;. bers:sitting too. much-in ale. housestharlesJI‘arbox :

____ Duxbury Cllpper.'lhuraday. Octg_lgeer, 1982 .

- st

Pilgrim service, ;based: onichurch’ records&and'w:th"'
¢research: -assistance:by:town: hlstonanvDorothy "W
tworth and Plimoth Plantation, /2 £:35ias fle
: Lay:#'elders” conducted: muchiof:thesservice;s
cluding a lecture by:Peter Smith against parish'mem:;

V read the scripture, and: Anthony?Pilla mterpreted itini%
:words-appropriate! itoxthe! 17th- “century’ fand>to - the¥
.-present. Greetings were brou;ht from the First: Pansha

i Church in Plymouth; the original Pilgrim church. - .

ai‘: The Rev. Robert Walsh® preached:on'the Pilgnm S

' contribution to religious:tolerance in ‘America;’ basmg e

;- his sermon on thé thought of “John Robmson ‘the'

"' Pilgrims’.. minister:.during " their years*in- ‘Holland
Although Robinsondid not' aocompany thegroup tha
..came to the New World, his'teaching that each'persoi
should test religious’ doctnne for, himsell' wasa stron
: influenceonthe Plymouth group:-==; :

* For the service, the Rev::Walsh, the elders and some
*.church members and visitors were dressed in 17th cen-;
tury costumes, many of them: lent by Plimoth’Plan
tation. Following the service, a number of the'mem:

--'bers and visitors went to thoth Plantatton for the
Harvest Festivalthere. - . -

" The weekend concluded witha thanksgwmg feast at )
thechurch followed byavespersemce. -
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